“Antigone” Study Questions
Answer each question on a separate piece of paper after you read each scene from the play.
Prologue and Parados

1. When the Chorus first appears, what background information do they provide? (pg. 1024)

2. According to the Chorus, by whom were the seven captains overthrown?

3. According to the Chorus, what type of conduct does Zeus punish?

Scene 1 and Ode 1 (pg. 1026-1031)

4. How can you tell the Chorus (senators) are puzzled by Creon’s summons?

5. According to Creon, how is he acting in the state’s best interest by denying Polyneices’ burial?

6. Why did Creon summon the townspeople?

7. Why did the Sentry not rush to give Creon the news he carried?

8. What does the Choragus mean when he says, “…can it be that the gods have done this?”

9. Why does Creon get so angry when the Choragus says this?

10. What does Ode 1 convey about human greatness?

11. What, according to the Chorus, is man’s greatest weakness?

Scene 2 and Ode 2 (pg. 1032-1040)

12. How was Antigone captured and by whom?

13. What law does Antigone recognize as the supreme one?
14. Cite one example that reveals Antigone’s boastful nature toward what she has done and her attitude toward her uncle’s leadership.

15. According to the Choragus, how is Antigone like her father, Oedipus?

16. According to Antigone, why doesn’t anyone express approval of her actions?

17. Why does Ismene say that she helped Antigone?

18. In Ode 2, the Chorus says “No pride on earth is free of the curse of heaven” (line 20).  How does this statement apply to this play and the royal family?

Scene 3 and Ode 3 (1041-1046)

19. According to Haemon, do most people support his father’s decision?

20. What do Creon’s words tell you about his views of government and his role as king? (pg. 1042)

21. Why does Haemon mention trees on river banks (lines 80-82) to his father?

22. List two strategies Haemon uses to persuade his father to change his decision.

23. What does Haemon mean when he says, “…her death will cause another”? (line 119)

24. What does Creon think Haemon means by this? (line 119) 
25. How does Creon intend for Antigone to die?  Why do you think he chose this method?
Scene 4 and Ode 4 (pgs. 1047-1051)

26. Why does Antigone say she must marry Acheron? (lines 8-10)

27. Why does Antigone compare herself to Niobe and Niobe’s death? (lines 15-20)

28. Does the Chorus seem to feel sorry for Antigone?  How can you tell?

29. What do lines 75-80 tell you about what Antigone values the most?
30. What do all of the allusions in Ode 4 have in common with this situation?

Scene 5 and Paean (pgs. 1052-1056)

31. What does Tiresias advise Creon to do?

32. What does Creon think of Tiresias’ advice?

33. How does Tiresias predict Creon will pay for Antigone’s death?

34. How does Creon change his plans after listening to Tiresias?

35. How can you tell that Creon realizes he made a mistake?

36. What is the tone of the Paean?  What is the purpose of their pleas?

Exodus (pgs. 1057-1060)

37. What does the Messenger mean by saying, “And now it has all gone from him!”? (line 10)

38. How did Haemon die?

39. What was done with Polyneices’ body?

40. Whom does Creon blame for everything?
Allusions
An allusion is a reference to history, mythology, religion, or literature that the audience would have been familiar with.  Sophocles used several allusions in his plays to draw comparisons between his characters and existing Greek myths.

In Column A are mythical figures you will find mentioned in “Antigone”.  Using the footnotes provided in the margins of the play, briefly describe the story behind each one.  As you read the play, think about how the mythological figure is like Antigone and jot down similarlities in Column B.

	Mythological Character

(add summary of story)
	Is like Antigone because…

	Niobe:

Pg. 1048

	

	Danae:

Pg. 1051

	

	King Lycurgus (Dryas’ son):

Pg. 1051

	

	The wife of King Phineus:

Pg. 1051

	


